
Scoil An- toine Naofa  

        
Céad Míle Fáilte go dtí eagrán na Cásca de ‘Scoil AntoNews’. 

 

It is absolutely brilliant to see the schools open again.  The magical sound of the boys in the classes, 

corridors and yard is heart-warming and their energy, enthusiasm and good humour is invigorating.  

The little things, we all maybe took for granted, a smile, a hello, a glint of mischief, curiosity, a ques-

tion, a thank you, an achievement, a mistake, an effort, our health is now valued more than ever.  

We all missed each other, the interaction, the connectivity, the human touch.  We are so grateful for 

them all.  So well done to everyone, pupils, parents and staff for the amazing resilience, dedication, 

hard-work, determination, good humour and perseverance.  We know it wasn’t easy but as Cork 

musician, John Spillane who is working with our school as part of the Creative Schools initiative says 

in his song The Cherry Tree, “Well done everyone, Well done”. 

Since the re-opening, St. Anthony’s BNS continues to be a vibrant, active, happy, busy and safe 

place.  I hope that this Easter edition will give you a flavour of some of the numerous fun activities 

and diverse learning opportunities that our school community have been involved in over the last 

number of weeks.  Bain taitneamh as an léigh. 

Finally, have a very Happy Easter as we remember and celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus on Easter 

Sunday.  We look forward in hope as Spring and new growth surround us.  I hope that you all get an 

Easter egg or two and have a safe and happy Easter. 

Beannachtaí na Cásca oraibh go léir. 

Seán Lyons 

March 2021 

  Scoil Antoine Naofa  

   St. Anthony’s BNS                     



Engineering week took place from the 1st—5th of March. There were 
some fantastic engineering in school and at home. 6th class partook in 
the Egg Drop Challenge (creating a protective cover for an egg), as 

well as creating their own Rollercoasters.  

Mr Cussen’s class partook in a few experiments which they have written out for us should you like to try them at home.  

 



 

    As Easter inches closer, the Easter eggs and all that 
goes with them are filling our supermarket shelves.  Irish people will buy more 
than 17 million Easter eggs over the next few weeks with the average Easter 

egg having 30g of plastic packaging, thus generating about 20,000 tonnes of waste - 
enough to fill 161 Boeing 747s!!  So check out these tips for an eco-friendly Easter celebra-

tion that everyone will love!   
 

Less packaging  Look for the chocolate with the least packaging e.g. unboxed bunnies or 
mini-eggs or some product you think has reduced packaging.   

 
Organic or fair-trade chocolate makers ensure cocoa farmers have safe and environ-

mentally friendly working conditions and are paid fairly.  
 

Or buy local  Consider purchasing chocolate that is locally produced to support your local 
chocolatiers and cut down on transport.  Rather than buying lots of cheap chocolate eggs 

seek out a small chocolatier and pick just one really special chocolate treat instead. 
 

       
 

Easter Art  The egg is an ancient symbol of new life and has been associated with pagan 
festivals celebrating Spring.  From a Christian perspective, it represents new life with Je-

sus’ resurrection and decorating eggs for Easter is a tradition that dates back to at least the 
13th century.  If you like to decorate eggs, avoid using plastic eggs and maybe try natural 

dyes on real eggs for Easter egg art. Easter egg baskets can be filled with shreds of plastic 
grass, which is non-biodegradable and easily gets caught in unwanted habitats. Why not 

try shredding recycled paper to line your basket. 
 

Alternative Easter gifts  A book always makes a nice alternative to chocolate and there are 

some lovely Easter themed children’s books such as “We’re Going on an Easter Egg Hunt” 

by Martha Mumford or “Spot’s Easter Surprise” by Eric Hill.  Also, a pot of spring flowers 

would make a beautiful gift that can be kept and planted out in the garden or a wild seed 

ball is another wonderful gift for a gardener and a great way to grow native plants for an 

eco-friendly splash of colour. 

We can be mindful of how much we consume while still creating a joyful and egg-citing 
Easter celebration.  

 Happy Easter 2021 from all in St. Anthony’s! 

Green 

School’s 

News     

https://www.irishtimes.com/topics/topics-7.1213540?article=true&q=Easter
https://earth911.com/business-policy/green-america-chocolate-scorecard/
https://i1.wp.com/thoroughlymoderngrandma.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Untitled-design-67.png?ssl=1


 

Keepwell Beebombathon - Cork is 
open for buzzness! 

  
St. Anthony’s is delighted to be joining forces with IBEC and The Keep Well Campaign to plant 1000 

‘beebombs’ to mark National Workplace Wellbeing Day (Friday 30th April 2021). The boys of Ms. Allen’s 4th 
class will be planting Irish wildflower seed bombs to support bees and other pollinators on a site next to the 
playground which has been selected and prepared by Cork City Council.   As part of the initiative, we will 

also be equipping our new school garden with plants, gardening implements and sensory ornaments.  
  

National Workplace Wellbeing Day, an initiative by IBEC is all about celebrating and encouraging wellbeing in 
the workplace and in our daily lives. Getting your hands dirty in the garden is known to be good for mental 
health and contributing to a sense of achievement and wellness. Sustainability of our planet is hugely im-

portant for collective wellbeing and will help the boys cultivate a positive approach to wellbeing from an early 
age. As we are still in level 5 restrictions, this initiative will also help our neighbours in IBEC Cork to safely 

celebrate their move to their new flagship regional offices in Penrose Dock. 
  

If your business or employer is interested in getting involved in National Workplace Wellbeing Day, you can 
visit the IBEC website www.ibec.ie and follow the campaign on Twitter @WellbeingdayIRL. We also want to 

say a big thanks to Cork City Council for collaborating on this initiative. 
 

In order to promote Well-being and healthy living choices, on Monday March 15th the staff of St. Anthony's 

set off on foot to virtually circumnavigate the globe by December 31st. At present there are 36 participants 

attempting to cover the 40,008km - that's an average of 1111km per person over the next 9+ months! Howev-

er, we have hit the ground running (so to speak) and have every confidence that we will achieve our goal in 

time. Keep an eye on the main corridor after Easter for our progression across 

the world...  

 

Refreshed after our hibernation over the winter months, the Parent’s Association are once again back in 
action, planning for the last Term of the school year, and beyond.   Hope has been a key word over the last 
year, and we continue to hope that by September we can once again return to some well-loved traditional 

and non-virtual activities.    

In the background, we have ensured parents have been kept up to date on National Parents’ Council events 
and surveys, and hope that you have found these beneficial.   We are delighted to hear that the school gar-
den is full of bloom, and the boys can enjoy this revitalised outdoor space so well.   Our very, talented rep, 

Alan Conway, is busy creating more grow boxes and a giant blackboard, and we can’t wait to see the re-
sults.  Thank you Alan and Mr. HOC, and team School Garden for this fantastic joint venture!     We contin-
ue to support the school, from a safe distance, and are delighted to be able to provide €2,800 to purchase 

of PM Readers for the Senior Infants Literacy Blast.     

This final term is traditionally our busiest, with Confirmations, 6th Class Parties and leaving gifts, Commun-
ions and of course, one of our favourites, the junior infant sports day.     While we await more news of what 

we can do, our commitment, as always, is to ensure that we ensure these milestones are celebrated, and 
our creative committees are busy coming up with safe ways to make this happen.     

We look forward to sharing more news on this in the new Term.   In the meantime, we wish you and your 
families a safe, and happy Easter.    

Your PA Officers -  Margaret, Alvin, and Jennifer    



 

Irish songs we 
learned at school  

As part of the Creative Schools Initiative, in conjunction with Seachtain na Gaeilge, John Spillane, a 
singer-songwriter from Cork, hosted a workshop with each class through zoom. John sang songs 

from his Songs we Learned at School repertoire – traditional songs that have been passed on 
through the years. Each class has a song to learn from this catalogue and we will hopefully get the 

opportunity to perform these songs with John Spillane before the end of the school year. Our focus 
songs include Óró sé do bheatha bhaile, Beidh Áonach Amárach I gContae an Chlár, Trasna na 

dTonnta and Níl ‘na Lá. 
The older classes will also get the opportunity to compose an original song based on local history, 

folklore and stories from St. Anthony’s BNS that provide inspiration during these songwriting 
workshops. 

Other creative endeavors planned for the coming school year include - designing individual 
bespoke tiles for the school garden, participating in the Freedom of the City project in conjunction 

with the Glucksman and a Celebration of our Creativity and Resilience in times of Covid.  



 






