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A Cháirde,
Míle buiochas ó chroí daoibh go léir.
A heartfelt thank you and well done to our whole school community, pupils, parents and especially the staff for the wonderful, safe, positive and fun environment fostered and maintained since the beginning of the school year.

Yes, there have been many challenges, sacrifices for us all along the way, but the unbelievable goodwill, dedication, commitment and unity has been heart-warming. A great ‘Meitheal’ a gathering exists where the school community, pupils.
parents and staff have worked successfully and in collaboration with one another.

In these uncertain times, we as a community working together have seen the best of qualities from each other, all with
the same goal to provide a safe, caring, happy and positive place where the child is at the centre of all decisions.

St. Francis of Assisi, who created the first crib to remember and celebrate the birth of Jesus said, “For it is in giving that we
receive,” and in these difficult times, can I truly say that the spirit of giving is alive and well in St. Anthony’s BNS.
Over the past number of months, our boys have raised much needed funds for the RNLI, Mercy Heroes, Brú Columbanus,
Penny Dinners, CUMH (Ward 2 South), Cork Simon Community and St. Vincent De Paul. Well done boys, your generosity
and kindness to think of others is both heart-warming and inspirational.

On behalf of the Board of Management, school staff and Parent’s Association, I would like to thank all who supported the
work of the school throughout 2020. There has been remarkable volunteerism and hard work shown by all.
Christmas will be different for all families this year and the New Year will undoubtedly bring its own challenges, but could I
wish you and all your family, those both at home and abroad a very safe, happy, holy, healthy and restful Christmas and
every good wish for the New Year. We look forward with Hope to 2021 and thank all who have
worked tirelessly and selflessly to keep us all safe.

Nollaig Shona daoibh go léir agus guím gach rath oraibh don
athbhliain.
Seán Lyons

On a Tuesday in February the chess tournament was on. Soon me and my friends were on the bus to
Blackrock. It took about 20 minutes to get there. When we got there the person at the top explained the
rules. You had 20 minutes for each game, and before and after the game you would say 'good luck' and 'good game'.
We were to play seven games in total. When we had played four games we went outside for lunch. Then we came back
in to play three more games. You would know who you were playing because there was a poster saying something like
'Eddie/Romeo 4'. The 4 would mean that you go to table four to play your match. Me and my brother Cillian won all of
our games. Cillian won the tournament for his category and I won in my category. We were really happy. After the tournament me and my brother got on to the Echo newspaper. We were very proud and excited. We even managed to get
632 likes on Facebook! Even strangers 'liked' us! I like chess because it is a fun, quiet game where it is usually peaceful. Me and my brother used go to chess classes in school every Tuesday afternoon. Hopefully we'll be able to again
when the coronovirus is over. Our teachers are called Ms Allen and Mr.Pardi. Now we play each other at home or we
play on the computer. I can't wait until we can play our friends again.

The Health Promoting School’s Initiative has been replaced by a requirement by
the Department of Education and Skills, that all schools develop a Well-Being Policy and Practice Framework by 2023.
This term saw the whole school community engage in many health and well-being
practices supporting the implementation of the School Logistical Plan and the Return to School Guidelines.
In September, pupils learnt about the importance of good hand hygiene and adapted to the new school
environment, routines, procedures, hand washing, sanitizing, class bubbles and pods. The boys have shown great
resilience leading the way for us all at this time.
Well-Being practices have been built into daily school routines with classes undertaking a daily mile in the
Japanese Gardens and walks around Ballinlough Park. Teachers continue to promote mindfulness in the classroom
with mindful activities and colouring all benefiting pupil health and well-being. The good weather facilitated extra
P.E. activities in the school yards. Ms. Fahy organised the ‘Active Everyday Challenge’ for the month of November
as part of the Active Schools initiative. Well-being homework is given on a Thursday with lots of classes using the
Seesaw App to enjoy Joe Wicks Workouts and P.E. yoga Homework. This term as part of the S.P.H.E. curriculum,
the ‘Weaving Well-Being Programme has been implemented in all classes from 2 nd- 6th. This school year a few
junior classes are trialling the ‘My Well-Being Diary’ with the boys.
The school garden area is under development. The staff and parents have worked hard to prepare and construct
this space to facilitate outdoor learning opportunities for the boys. The walls have been painted a vibrant lilac and
flower boxes have been constructed for planting. The new climbing wall is proving popular with the boys for
movement breaks. Work on the school garden will continue in the spring.
Jack’s Shed has now been converted to facilitate movement breaks and Brain Calm activities in a ventilated open
space. Clodagh organises daily circuits in the top small car park for movement breaks. Two sensory corridors have
been equipped with vibrant stickers for foot movement exercises. This term school assembly was
conducted via video link. Mr. Lyons visited all classes virtually for pupil affirmations, stories, poems
and art displays.
The Parents’ Association organised the annual ‘Giving Tree’ and provided a poem for the boys about
the importance of giving and remembering others at this time. The school community showed their
generosity in raising over €5,000 for Vincent de Paul. The ‘December Acts of Kindness’ calendar in the
corridor outlines a simple daily act of kindness for the boys to complete during Advent.
Recently, the staff enjoyed an organised walkthrough Blackrock village and along the old
railway line towards Rochestown. Money was donated by staff to the
Laura Lynn Foundation. Kris Kringle was organised by Carmel and staff enjoyed the exchange of Christmas gifts.
Nollaig Shona Daoibh agus Bí Sábháilte!

In 2020, St Anthony’s took part in the Creative Schools initiative.
Creative Schools is a flagship initiative of the Creative Ireland Programme
to enable the creative potential of every child. Creative Schools is led by the Arts Council in
partnership with the Department of Education and Skills and the Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.
This year we focused on Drama and how to teach through the medium of drama. Graffiti
drama company worked closely with us to create and design bespoke drama workshops for
each class based on themes covered by each standard.
Drama packs dealing with the themes of well-being, diversity and bullying were also created
to allow the exploration of difficult themes in a playful manner.
Olive Vaughan of Studio Olva delivered virtual prerecorded lessons to the Infant Classes which
were bursting with enthusiasm and fun.
In 2021 we look forward to working with John Spillane, who will be delivering music workshops in
Irish Songs We Learnt at School.
A Chrismtas Poem
One Christmas night, Santa got a fright
When one of his reindeer went missing, After snowballs they’d been tossing.
It was time for Santa to get on his sleigh, When he heard a strange neigh.
Rudolph stopped eating his carrot, to find Prancer asleep in the back of the sleigh
By Sam Hawthorne 6th class

We’re Dreaming of a
Green Christmas
We can have a magical, wonderful, fun-filled Christmas while
still caring for the earth.
Here are our top ten tips to minimize the impact of our Christmas
consumption.
1. Buy a real tree, from a sustainable source - plastic may be reusable but, eventually, it’s going to landfill.
2. Use LED lights.
3. Give consumable presents, books or a day out.
4. Gifting fair trade consumables can be a great way to promote the movement and raise awareness among family and friends. Wide
ranges of chocolates, teas and coffees are available.
5. Consider buying gifts from local independent retailers and always choose gifts that are designed to last.
6. Buy organic, local food, eat more vegetarian dishes and use up leftovers or freeze before they go off
7.Use old wrapping paper, newspaper or old calendars to wrap presents. If you are buying paper, be conscious of choosing
something free of foil or glitter as those cannot be recycled. Make sure any paper recycled has tape removed. How about cutting off
the front of a card for use as a gift tag next year?
8. Buy eco-crackers, or make your own - all you need is a few toilet tube rolls, newspaper and some cracker snaps.
9.Wreaths are very easy to make and can be composed entirely of compostable materials. Collect some discarded
conifer branches, pine cones, berries etc to make a very tasteful wreath for your door.
Wreaths can also serve as bird-feeders and might attract some winter birds to your door.
10. Buy flowers and compostable materials to decorate rather than tinsel and plastics.

For Science Week, our class learned about Atmospheric Pressure. Mr HOC showed us how this works
by demonstrating an experiment where he placed a
piece of card on top of an almost full glass of water and then turned it upside
down. Amazingly, none of the water spilled. This experiment works because
when the glass is turned upside down the Newtons (units of pressure)
above the glass don’t push down on the water, but they push down on the
glass that’s holding it, and the Newtons under the glass push the card up
which stops the water from getting out. We couldn’t try it ourselves in class
this year, but some of us tried it ourselves at home.
We watched a Science Magic Show that Tony Baloney recorded for the
school, where he carried out different experiments, like one where hot air
made an empty tea bag rise, and one where he made rocket fuel by putting a
few chemicals into a bottle with an unmentionable acid that caused a miniexplosion. It was a very funny and interesting show and our class enjoyed it.
We did some homework where Skittles were put into a circle around the edge
of a small plate and a thin layer of water was poured onto the plate. Do you
think the colour stayed on the Skittles or ran Into the water? Maybe you’d like
to try this one yourself at home to find out.
by Jonathan Cotter, Mr HOC’s 5th class

On the hundredth anniversary year of the Burning of Cork, one group of
young people and parents have started reconstructing the city in popular
open-world videogame Minecraft - before and after a turning point in the
city’s history
This Is Cork: Minecrafted comprises ten young participants, aged 7 to 12, as
well as various adults, and between them, the team has put over 200 hours
into a recreation of the city in 1920, working from old and recolourised photos and maps to recreate the buildings, paths and outdoor spaces of the
city’s main thoroughfare. Among the participants are our own Jake Gould,
Mr. Bricks 5th class and his brother Mark in Mr. O Learys 6th class.
Information on the lives of those who lived and worked in the spaces depicted, as well as what became of them, will provide, an insight into a way of
life that’s gone, yet leaves a tangible mark on the city to this day.
The boys are involved in the depiction of Patrick St. near where the current
McDonalds building stands. They hope to be finished the project this week
and we wish them all the best. Well done boys!!

We may not be able to do everything we normally can do because of
Covid but we can still take part in Active School Programme. The Active School Flag (ASF) is awarded to schools that strive to achieve a
physically educated and physically active school community. The
process aims to get more schools, more active, more often.
To celebrate Halloween, classes went on a spooky walk down the Japenese Gardens, while others partook in games like Pumpkin Toss and
Ghost hunt. We raised €930 and were able to donate €435 to both Bru
Colombanus and Mercy Hospital Heroes Fund.
From the month of November, classes took part
in an Active Break Challenge. This meant that
each class had to get active everyday. Lots of different activities took place in classrooms, like,
Dance, Walk on Wednesday, exercises, etc.
For our December whole school activity, each
class partook in the ‘12 Days of Fitness’, as well
as completing a Rudolph Run in the park,
while wearing their Santa
Jumpers.

by Seán Crowley 6th Class
On the 12th of March 2020 the Taoiseach announced that schools will
temporarily close for 2 weeks. 2 weeks turned into 8 weeks and eventually it was announced that schools will not re open this school year. On
the 1st of September I returned to school, but with a few changes.
Staggered entry / exit times
The first thing I found out about was that I had to be in before 8.40 am. I
leave school at 2.20pm and noticed that there are much less people outside. The stagger is to stop large groups gathering outside the school.
Pods
During indoor times I sit in my pod. A pod consists of 5 people and is
designed to minimize a person’s contacts. We switch pods over the
holidays at the end of each term.
Yard
Pods are not needed in the yard. Instead we are divided by class. As a
result yard is much smaller and we can’t socialize with people from other
classes.
Sanitizing and masks
Teachers have to wear masks but students don’t. We do have to sanitize a lot!

In conclusion I think the restrictions are annoying but necessary.

‘Knock knock,’ ‘Who’s there?’ ‘Snowman,’ ‘Snowman who?’ ‘Help, I’m melting out here!!!!!’
Why do cats take so long to wrap Christmas presents? They want to make sure they are purrrfect!!
(by Frederick Nathan)

Why is Santa so good at karate?
Because he has a black belt (by Sean O’Rourke)
‘Knock knock,’ ‘Who’s there?’ ‘Decorations’ ‘Decorations who?’ ‘I’m not decorated like you!!!’ (by Archie Powell)
What does Santa say walking backwards?
Oh, Oh, Oh (by Ebby Boyle)
What do you call Santa Claus when he doesn’t move?
Santa Pause by Conor Burke)
Why did the snowman pick a carrot nose? He wanted to pick his nose! (by Byran O Shaughnessy)
What do snowmen eat?
Snowflakes (Owen Carbery)
Who is the meanest reindeer?
Rude-olph
(by Sean O’Rourke)
Why does Santa listen to such cool music? He puts it in his refrigerator
(Darragh O’ Cróinín)
What do you call a Christmas tree with no decorations ?
A tree
(George Cregan)

A Covid Christmas
Covid 19 has changed my year
But now Christmas is coming near.
The kids are buzzing and full of cheer
The jolly old fat man is coming here.
The teachers wear masks
And complete their tasks
They hide their fears behind their layers.
We may not see all our families and friends
But we have to stand tall and face our fears
For the vicious virus is still here
Virtual hugs will save our year
So we wish you a safe and a happy Christmas
It’s been a hard year but
it will still be full of cheer.
By Mr Dineen’s 3rd class

As 2020 draws to a welcome close, it is heart-warming to reflect on how your PA Reps have reimagined the PA events, in a virtual,
safe way to still create fun memories for the boys. We even welcomed 6 new members, including another dad rep, Darragh, keep
Alan in good company during our virtual Zoom PA Meetings.
The pre-loved uniform sale went virtual, with newly created forms helping us match parent donators with parent buyers and organising the safe swopping of over 150 uniforms. Despite not being able to welcome our junior infant parents in the traditional coffee
morning way, through the fun of making staff appreciation videos and Christmas stories for “elf tv” ahead of Santa’s special visit
next week (and I hear his Naughty or Nice list is already self-isolating, thanks to Caroline Van Apeldoorn), the junior infant parents
have played a huge part in creating memories for the boys. Thank you to our new junior reps for taking such an active role in making sure this happens.
With all good challenges, come positives too, and the cash only Giving Tree raised a wonderful €5,274 for SVDP, who
have been truly overwhelmed by your generosity. A special thank you to Sarah Hall, and her sister, for
the beautiful poem which helped the boys appreciate how much our “spirit of giving” means to those less
fortunate at this time.
Through our virtual Book Fair, we raised over €3,000 in book credit to help restock class libraries. The
level of organisation Máire Egan and her team did behind the scenes was incredible, but together with
Mrs. Angland’s help, it meant the boys enjoyed a full week of virtual parent readings, class book reviews,
virtual workshops with author Kieran Crowley, illustrator Olivia Golden and former DP, Mr. Mulcahy
also read his own virtual short story for the boys. And well done to Ms. Lucey’s class who raised the
most class credit and won the hamper of goodies.
From dads mucking in with the staff to create our wonderful school garden, to a record 73 mums
and dads pre-recording stories for our virtual book fair, although we are apart, together we have
created more wonderful memories for the boys, while they stayed safe at school thanks to the hard
work of the staff in making sure that happened.
We wish you and your families a peaceful Christmas. We hope to see
you in the New Year, with more fun and reimagined projects including,
we hope, communion celebrations for both the 2020 and 2021 classes.
Your PA Officers - Margaret, Alvin, and Jennifer

